Shabbat Acharei Mot/Kedoshim
12 Iyyar 5781/24 April 2021

TORAH PORTION

Leviticus 17:10-18:5

(10) And if anyone of the house of
[srael or of the strangers who reside
among them partakes of any blood, I
will set My face against the person
who partakes of the blood, and I will
cut him off from among his kin. (11)
For the life of the flesh is in the
blood, and I have assigned it to you
for making expiation for your lives
upon the altar; it is the blood, as life,
that effects expiation. (12) Therefore
[ say to the Israelite people: No
person among you shall partake of
blood, nor shall the stranger who
resides among you partake of blood.
(13) And if any Israelite or any
stranger who resides among them
hunts down an animal or a bird that
may be eaten, he shall pour out its
blood and cover it with earth. (14)
For the life of all flesh—its blood is
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its life. Therefore I say to the Israelite
people: You shall not partake of the
blood of any flesh, for the life of all
flesh is its blood. Anyone who
partakes of it shall be cut off. (15)
Any person, whether citizen or
stranger, who eats what has died or
has been torn by beasts shall wash his
clothes, bathe in water, and remain
unclean until evening; then he shall
be clean. (16) But if he does not wash
[his clothes] and bathe his body, he
shall bear his guilt. (1) Adonai spoke
to Moses, saying: (2) Speak to the
[sraelite people and say to them: I
Adonai am your God. (3) You shall
not copy the practices of the land of
Egypt where you dwelt, or of the
land of Canaan to which I am taking
you; nor shall you follow their laws.
(4) My rules alone shall you observe,
and faithfully follow My laws: I
Adonai am your God. (5) You shall
keep My laws and My rules, by the
pursuit of which man shall live: I am
Adonai.
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HAFTARAH PORTION

I Samuel 14:20-35

(20) Saul and the troops with him
assembled and rushed into battle; they
found [the Philistines] in very great
confusion, every man’s sword turned
against his fellow. (21) And the
Hebrews who had previously sided
with the Philistines, who had come up
with them in the army [from] round
about—they too joined the Israelites
who were with Saul and Jonathan.
(22) When all the men of Israel who
were hiding in the hill country of
Ephraim heard that the Philistines
were fleeing, they too pursued them
in battle. (23) Thus Adonai brought
victory to Israel that day. The fighting
passed beyond Beth-aven. (24) The
men of Israel were distressed that day.
For Saul had laid an oath upon the
troops: “Cursed be the man who eats
any food before night falls and I take
revenge on my enemies.” So none of
the troops ate anything. (25)
Everybody came to a stack of beehives
where some honey had spilled on the

ground.
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(26) When the troops came to the
beehives and found the flow of honey
there, no one put his hand to his
mouth, for the troops feared the oath.
(27) Jonathan, however, had not heard
his father adjure the troops. So he put
out the stick he had with him, dipped
it into the beehive of honey, and
brought his hand back to his mouth;
and his eyes lit up. (28) At this one of
the soldiers spoke up, “Your father
adjured the troops: ‘Cursed be the man
who eats anything this day.” And so
the troops are faint.” (29) Jonathan
answered, “My father has brought
trouble on the people. See for
yourselves how my eyes lit up when I
tasted that bit of honey. (30) If only
the troops had eaten today of spoil
captured from the enemy, the defeat
of the Philistines would have been
greater still!” (31) They struck down
the Philistines that day from Michmas
to Aijalon, and the troops were
famished. (32) The troops pounced on
the spoil; they took the sheep and
cows and calves and slaughtered them

on the ground, and the troops ate

with the blood.
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(33) When it was reported to Saul
that the troops were sinning against
Adonai, eating with the blood, he said,
“You have acted faithlessly. Roll a
large stone over to me today.” (34)
And Saul ordered, “Spread out among
the troops and tell them that everyone
must bring me his ox or his sheep and
slaughter it here, and then eat. You
must not sin against Adonai and eat
with the blood.” Every one of the
troops brought his own ox with him
that night and slaughtered it there.
(35) Thus Saul set up an altar to
Adonai; it was the first altar he erected

to Adonai.
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