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TORAH READING

Genesis 45:1-18

(1) Joseph could no longer control
himself before all his attendants,
and he cried out, “Have everyone
withdraw from me!” So there was
no one else about when Joseph
made himself known to his
brothers. (2) His sobs were so loud
that the Egyptians could hear, and
so the news reached Pharaoh’s
palace. (3) Joseph said to his
brothers, “l am Joseph. Is my father
still well?” But his brothers could
not answer him, so dumfounded
were they on account of him. (4)
Then Joseph said to his brothers,
“Come forward to me.” And when
they came forward, he said, “l am
your brother Joseph, he whom you
sold into Egypt. (5) Now, do not be
distressed or reproach yourselves
because you sold me hither; it was
to save life that God sent me ahead
of you. (6) It is now two years that
there has been famine in the land,
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and there are still five years to
come in which there shall be no
yield from tilling. (7) God has sent
me ahead of you to ensure your
survival on earth, and to save your
lives in an extraordinary
deliverance. (8) So, it was not you
who sent me here, but God; and He
has made me a father to Pharaoh,
lord of all his household, and ruler
over the whole land of Egypt. (9)
“Now, hurry back to my father and
say to him: Thus says your son
Joseph, ‘God has made me lord of
all Egypt; come down to me
without delay. (10) You will dwell in
the region of Goshen, where you
will be near me—you and your
children and your grandchildren,
your flocks and herds, and all that is
yours. (11) There | will provide for
you—for there are yet five years of
famine to come—that you and your
household and all that is yours may
not suffer want.” (12) You can see
for yourselves, and my brother
Benjamin for himself, that it is
indeed | who am speaking to you.
(13) And you must tell my father
everything about my high station in
Egypt and all that you have seen;
and bring my father here with all
speed.” (14) With that he
embraced his brother Benjamin
around the neck and wept, and
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Benjamin wept on his neck. (15) He
kissed all his brothers and wept
upon them; only then were his
brothers able to talk to him. (16)
The news reached Pharaoh’s
palace: “Joseph’s brothers have
come.” Pharaoh and his courtiers
were pleased. (17) And Pharaoh
said to Joseph, “Say to your
brothers, ‘Do as follows: load up
your beasts and go at once to the
land of Canaan. (18) Take your
father and your households and
come to me; | will give you the best
of the land of Egypt and you shall
live off the fat of the land.’

MAFTIR

Genesis 47:25-27

(25) And they said, “You have saved
our lives! We are grateful to my
lord, and we shall be serfs to
Pharaoh.” (26) And Joseph made it
into a land law in Egypt, which is
still valid, that a fifth should be
Pharaoh’s; only the land of the
priests did not become Pharaoh’s.
(27) Thus Israel settled in the
country of Egypt, in the region of
Goshen; they acquired holdings in
it, and were fertile and increased
greatly.
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HAFTARAH PORTION
1 Kings 18:1-15

Much later, in the third year, a the word of the Eternal one came to Elijah:
“Go, appear before Ahab; then | will send rain upon the earth.”
After hearing this, Elijah set out to appear before Ahab.

The famine was severe in Samaria. Ahab had summoned Obadiah, the
steward of the palace. (Obadiah revered the Eternal One greatly. When
Jezebel was killing off the prophets of the Eternal One, Obadiah had taken a
hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and provided them with
food and drink.)

And Ahab had said to Obadiah, “Go through the land, to all the springs of
water and to all the wadis. Perhaps we shall find some grass to keep horses
and mules alive, so that we are not left without beasts.”

They divided the country between them to explore it, Ahab going alone in
one direction and Obadiah going alone in another direction.

Obadiah was on the road, when Elijah suddenly confronted him. [Obadiah]
recognized him and flung himself on his face, saying, “Is that you, my lord
Elijah?”

“Yes, itis I,” he answered. “Go tell your lord: Elijah is here!”

But he said, “What wrong have | done, that you should hand your servant
over to Ahab to be killed?

As the Eternal One your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom to which
my lord has not sent to look for you; and when they said, ‘He is not here,’” he
made that kingdom or nation swear that you could not be found. And now
you say, ‘Go tell your lord: Elijah is here!

When | leave you, the spirit of the Eternal One will carry you off | don’t know
where; and when | come and tell Ahab and he does not find you, he will kill
me. Yet your servant has revered the Eternal One from my youth.



My lord has surely been told what | did when Jezebel was killing the

prophets of the Eternal One, how | hid a hundred of the prophets of the
Eternal One, fifty men to a cave, and provided them with food and drink.
And now you say, ‘Go tell your lord: Elijah is here.” Why, he will kill me!”

Elijah replied, “As the Lord of Hosts lives, whom | serve, | will appear before
him this very day.”



