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TORAH PORTION

Exodus 18:1-23

(1) Jethro priest of Midian, Moses’
father-in-law, heard all that God
had done for Moses and for Israel
His people, how the LORD had
brought Israel out from Egypt. (2)

So Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,
took Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after
she had been sent home, (3) and her
two sons—of whom one was named
Gershom, that is to say, “I have been
a stranger in a foreign land”; (4) and
the other was named Eliezer,
meaning, “The God of my father was
my help, and He delivered me from
the sword of Pharaoh.” (5) Jethro,
Moses’ father-in-law, brought
Moses’ sons and wife to him in the
wilderness, where he was encamped
at the mountain of God. (6) He sent
word to Moses, “I, your father-in-
law Jethro, am coming to you, with
your wife and her two sons.” (7)
Moses went out to meet his father-
in-law; he bowed low and kissed
him; each asked after the other’s
welfare, and they went into the tent.
(8) Moses then recounted to his
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father-in-law everything that
Adonai had done to Pharaoh and to
the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all
the hardships that had befallen
them on the way, and how Adonai
had delivered them. (9) And Jethro
rejoiced over all the kindness that
Adonai had shown Israel when He
delivered them from the Egyptians.
(10) “Blessed be Adonai,” Jethro
said, “who delivered you from the
Egyptians and from Pharaoh, and
who delivered the people from
under the hand of the Egyptians. (11)
Now I know that Adonai is greater
than all gods, yes, by the result of
their very schemes against [the
people].” (12) And Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law, brought a burnt
offering and sacrifices for God; and
Aaron came with all the elders of
Israel to partake of the meal before
God with Moses’ father-in-law. (13)
Next day, Moses sat as magistrate
among the people, while the people
stood about Moses from morning
until evening. (14) But when Moses’
father-in-law saw how much he had
to do for the people, he said, “What
is this thing that you are doing to
the people? Why do you act alone,
while all the people stand about you
from morning until evening?” (15)
Moses replied to his father-in-law,
“Itis because the people come to me
to inquire of God. (16) When they
have a dispute, it comes before me,
and I decide between one person
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and another, and I make known the
laws and teachings of God.” (17) But
Moses’ father-in-law said to him,
“The thing you are doing is not
right; (18) you will surely wear
yourself out, and these people as
well. For the task is too heavy for
you; you cannot do it alone. (19)
Now listen to me. I will give you
counsel, and God be with you! You
represent the people before God:
you bring the disputes before God,
(20) and enjoin upon them the laws
and the teachings, and make known
to them the way they are to go and
the practices they are to follow. (21)
You shall also seek out from among
all the people capable men who fear
God, trustworthy men who spurn
ill-gotten gain. Set these over them
as chiefs of thousands, hundreds,
fifties, and tens, (22) and let them
judge the people at all times. Have
them bring every major dispute to
you, but let them decide every minor
dispute themselves. Make it easier
for yourself by letting them share
the burden with you. (23) If you do
this—and God so commands you—
you will be able to bear up; and all
these people too will go home
unwearied.”
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MAFTIR

Exodus 20:19-23

(19) Adonai said to Moses:

Thus shall you say to the Israelites:
You yourselves saw that I spoke to
you from the very heavens: (20)
With Me, therefore, you shall not
make any gods of silver, nor shall
you make for yourselves any gods of
gold. (21) Make for Me an altar of
earth and sacrifice on it your burnt
offerings and your sacrifices of well-
being, your sheep and your oxen; in
every place where I cause My name
to be mentioned I will come to you
and bless you. (22) And if you make
for Me an altar of stones, do not
build it of hewn stones; for by
wielding your tool upon them you
have profaned them. (23) Do not
ascend My altar by steps, that your
nakedness may not be exposed upon
1t.
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HAFTARAH
1 Kings 3:1-15

Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his
daughter. He brought her to the City of David until he finished building his
palace and the temple of God, and the wall around Jerusalem. The people,
however, continued sacrificing at the hill- shrines, because a temple had not
yet been built in honour of the Name of God. Solomon showed his love for God
by following the instructions given him by his father David, except that he
offered sacrifices and burned incense in the hill-shrines.

The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important
high place, and Solomon offered a thousand offerings on that altar.

At Gibeon God appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God
said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”

Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my
father David, because he followed you with loyalty, justice and integrity in his
heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son
to sit on his throne this very day.

“Now you have made your servant king in place of my father David. ButI am
like a child and unskilled in leadership. Your servant is here among the people
you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. So give
your servant an understanding heart to govern your people and to distinguish
between right and wrong. For who is equal to the task of governing this great
people of yours?”

God was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. So God said to him, “Since
you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have
asked for the death of your enemies but for wisdom in administering justice, I
will do what you have asked.



I will give you a wise and understanding heart, so that there will never have
been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. Moreover, I will give you what
you have not asked for—both wealth and honour—so that in your lifetime
none of the kings will be equal to you.

And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as
David your father did, I will give you a long life.” Then Solomon awoke—and
he realized it had been a dream.

He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the Ark of the Covenant and made
sacrifices and offerings to God. Then he gave a feast for all his household.



