Shabbat Tol'dot
26 November 2022/2 Kislev 5783

TORAH READING

Genesis 26:12-33
(12) Isaac sowed in thatland and

reaped a hundredfold the same year.

M blessed him, (13) and the man
grew richer and richer until he was
very wealthy: (14) he acquired flocks
and herds, and a large household, so
that the Philistines envied him. (15)
And the Philistines stopped up all
the wells which his father’s servants
had dug in the days of his father
Abraham, filling them with earth.
(16) And Abimelech said to Isaac,
“Go away from us, for you have
become far too big for us.” (17) So
Isaac departed from there and
encamped in the wadi of Gerar,
where he settled. (18) Isaac dug
anew the wells which had been dug
in the days of his father Abraham
and which the Philistines had
stopped up after Abraham’s death;
and he gave them the same names
that his father had given them. (19)
But when Isaac’s servants, digging
in the wadji, found there a well of
spring water, (20) the herdsmen of
Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s
herdsmen, saying, “The water is
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ours.” He named that well Esek,
because they contended with him.
(21) And when they dug another
well, they disputed over that one
also; so he named it Sitnah. (22) He
moved from there and dug yet
another well, and they did not
quarrel over it; so he called it
Rehoboth, saying, “Now at last 77177
has granted us ample space to
increase in the land.” (23) From
there he went up to Beer-sheba. (24)
That night 77> appeared to him and
said, “I am the God of your father
Abraham’s [house]. Fear not, for
am with you, and I will bless you
and increase your offspring for the
sake of My servant Abraham.” (25)
So he built an altar there and
invoked M7° by name. Isaac pitched
his tent there and his servants
started digging a well. (26) And
Abimelech came to him from Gerar,
with Ahuzzath his councilor and
Phicol chief of his troops. (27) Isaac
said to them, “Why have you come
to me, seeing that you have been
hostile to me and have driven me
away from you?” (28) And they said,
“We now see plainly that M7 has
been with you, and we thought: Let
there be a sworn treaty between our
two parties, between you and us. Let
us make a pact with you (29) that
you will not do us harm, just as we
have not molested you but have
always dealt kindly with you and
sent you away in peace. From now
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on, be you blessed of M*!” (30)
Then he made for them a feast, and
they ate and drank. (31) Early in the
morning, they exchanged oaths.
Isaac then bade them farewell, and
they departed from him in peace.
(32) That same day Isaac’s servants
came and told him about the well
they had dug, and said to him, “We
have found water!” (33) He named it
Shibah; therefore the name of the
city is Beer-sheba to this day.
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HAFTARAH READING

II Samuel 23:1-17

(1) These are the last words of
David:

The utterance of David son of Jesse,
The utterance of the man set on
high,™®

The anointed of the God of Jacob,
The favorite of the songs of Israel:
(2) The spirit of the Eternal One has
spoken through me,

His message is on my tongue; (3)
The God of Israel has spoken,

The Rock of Israel said concerning
me:

“He who rules men justly,

He who rules in awe of God (4) Is
like the light of morning at sunrise,
A morning without clouds—
Through sunshine and rain
[Bringing]© vegetation out of the
earth.” (5) Is not my House
established before God?

For He has granted me an eternal
pact,

Drawn up in full and secured.

Will He not cause all my success
And [my] every desire to blossom?
(6) But the wicked shall all

Be raked aside like thorns;

For no one will take them in his
hand. (7) Whoever touches them
Must arm himself with iron

And the shaft of a spear;

And they must be burned up on the
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spot.

(8) These are the names of David’s
warriors: Josheb-basshebeth, a
Tahchemonite, the chief officer—he
is Adino the Eznite; [he wielded his
spear] ¢ against eight hundred "and
slew them™ on one occasion. (9)
Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodo
son of Ahohi. He was one of the
three warriors with David when
they defied the Philistines gathered
there for battle. The Israelite
soldiers retreated, (10) but he held
his ground. He struck down
Philistines until his arm grew tired
and his hand stuck to his sword; and
the Eternal One wrought a great
victory that day. Then the troops
came back to him—but only to strip
[the slain]. (11) Next to him was
Shammah son of Age the Ararite.
The Philistines had gathered in
force where there was a plot of
ground full of lentils; and the troops
fled from the Philistines. (12) But
[Shammah] took his stand in the
middle of the plot and defended it,
and he routed the Philistines. Thus
the Eternal One wrought a great
victory. (13) Once, during the
harvest,® three of the thirty chiefs
went down to David at the cave of
Adullam, while a force of Philistines
was encamped in the Valley of
Rephaim. (14) David was then in the
stronghold, and a Philistine garrison
was then at Bethlehem. (15) David
felt a craving and said, “If only I
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could get a drink of water from the
cistern which is by the gate of
Bethlehem!” (16) So the three
warriors got through the Philistine
camp and drew water from the
cistern which is by the gate of
Bethlehem, and they carried it back.
But when they brought it to David
he would not drink it, and he poured
it out as a libation to the Eternal
One. (17) For he said, “The Eternal
One forbid that I should do this! Can
[1 drink] the blood of the men who
went at the risk of their lives?” So he
would not drink it. Such were the
exploits of the three warriors.
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