Shabbat Mikkeitz
24 December 2022 /30 Kislev 5783

Genesis 42:1-23

(1) When Jacob saw that there were
food rations to be had in Egypt, he
said to his sons, “Why do you keep
looking at one another? (2) Now I
hear,” he went on, “that there are
rations to be had in Egypt. Go down
and procure rations for us there,
that we may live and not die.” (3) So
ten of Joseph’s brothers went down
to get grain rations in Egypt; (4) for
Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother
Benjamin with his brothers, since he
feared that he might meet with
disaster. (5) Thus the sons of Israel
were among those who came to
procure rations, for the famine
extended to the land of Canaan. (6)
Now Joseph was the vizier of the
land; it was he who dispensed
rations to all the people of the land.
And Joseph’s brothers came and
bowed low to him, with their faces
to the ground. (7) When Joseph saw
his brothers, he recognized them,;
but he acted like a stranger toward
them and spoke harshly to them. He
asked them, “Where do you come
from?” And they said, “From the
land of Canaan, to procure food.”
(8) For though Joseph recognized
his brothers, they did not recognize
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him. (9) Recalling the dreams that
he had dreamed about them, Joseph
said to them, “You are spies, you
have come to see the land in its
nakedness.” (10) But they said to
him, “No, my lord! Truly, your
servants have come to procure food.
(11) We are all of us sons of the same
man; we are being honest; your
servants have never been spies!” (12)
And he said to them, “No, you have
come to see the land in its
nakedness!” (13) And they replied,
“We your servants were twelve
brothers, sons of a certain man in
the land of Canaan; the youngest,
however, is now with our father,
and one is no more.” (14) But Joseph
said to them, “Itis just as I have told
you: You are spies! (15) By this you
shall be put to the test: unless your
youngest brother comes here, by
Pharaoh, you shall not depart from
this place! (16) Let one of you go and
bring your brother, while the rest of
you remain confined, that your
words may be put to the test
whether there is truth in you. Else,
by Pharaoh, you are nothing but
spies!” (17) And he confined them in
the guardhouse for three days. (18)
On the third day Joseph said to
them, “Do this and you shall live, for
Ifear God. (19) If you are being
honest, let one of you brothers be
held in your place of detention,
while the rest of you go and take
home rations for your starving
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households; (20) but you must bring
me your youngest brother, that your
words may be verified and that you
may not die.” And they did
accordingly. (21) They said to one
another, “Alas, we are being
punished on account of our brother,
because we looked on at his
anguish, yet paid no heed as he
pleaded with us. That is why this
distress has come upon us.” (22)
Then Reuben spoke up and said to
them, “Did I not tell you, ‘Do no
wrong to the boy’? But you paid no
heed. Now comes the reckoning for
his blood.” (23) They did not know
that Joseph understood, for there
was an interpreter between him and
them.

Numbers 7:84-86

(84) This was the dedication
offering for the altar from the
chieftains of Israel upon its being
anointed: silver bowls, 12; silver
basins, 12; gold ladles, 12. (85) Silver
per bowl, 130; per basin, 70. Total
silver of vessels, 2,400 sanctuary
shekels. (86) The 12 gold ladles filled
with incense—10 sanctuary shekels
per ladle—total gold of the ladles,
120.
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Haftarah

Zechariah 4:1-14

(1) The angel who talked with me
came back and woke me as a man is
wakened from sleep. (2) He said to
me, “What do you see?” And I
answered, “I see alampstand all of
gold, with a bowl above it. The
lamps on it are seven in number,
and the lamps above it have™ seven
pipes; (3) and by it are two olive
trees, one on the right of the bowl
and one on its left.” (4) L, in turn,
asked the angel who talked with me,
“What do those things mean, my
lord?” (5) “Do you not know what
those things mean?” asked the angel
who talked with me; and I said, “No,
my lord.” (6) Then he explained to
me as follows:

“This is the word of the Eternal One
to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by
power, but by My spirit—said the
Eternal One of Hosts. (7) Whoever
you are, O great mountain in the
path of Zerubbabel, turn into level
ground! For he shall produce that
excellent stone; it shall be greeted
with shouts of ‘Beautiful!
Beautiful!’” (8) And the word of the
Eternal One came to me: (9)
“Zerubbabel’s hands have founded
this House and Zerubbabel’s hands
shall complete it. Then you shall
know that it was the Eternal One
who sent me to you. (10) Does

TR T 17

f1y71 72 1377 RT3 (X)
NN (2) N3N MYIWR TR
[F7RI] (R TN TN T PN
M3 P2 2 NI MM 1PN
T2y TN NYw YNy
WX Nin? nipRInTyw nyaw
2 DT DU (3) AYRIT0Y
"2y T TP TR TN

“ON MNTTYN (T) (PNRRY
PN AND 22 1377 AR R
27277 RGP R (1) 23X
M DYT) K2 AN NN
MR (1) I TR KD N 1PN
22270OK M2 ] NN
“ON °D 92 K?12%02 KD KD
1 (1) :NIN2L T AN VT2
WP 233717107 TN AN
NIRYN NI 1IN NN NZI
{8} M2 1017

(L) PRZ 72X MT™27 771 (M)
YT M AT 110 P33T
NIRIX M3 HYT MIYEIR
07127 79 () «0"9K "Iy
TR NR R A niawp



anyone scorn a day of small
beginnings? When they see the
stone of distinction™ in the hand of
Zerubbabel, they shall rejoice.
“Those seven are the eyes of the
Eternal One, ranging over the whole
earth.” (11) “And what,” I asked him,
“are those two olive trees, one on
the right and one on the left of the
lampstand?” (12) And I further asked
him, “What are the two tops of the
olive trees that feed their gold
through those two golden tubes?”
(13) He asked me, “Don’t you know
what they are?” And I replied, “No,
my lord.” (14) Then he explained,
“They are the two anointed
dignitaries® who attend the Lord of
all the earth.”
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