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(1) Everyone on earth had the same nox 790 YIRTT22 07 (R)
language and the same words. (2) oyoI2 71 (2) (270X 02T
And as they migrated from the east, NYIT YIND TYPD INEDN) DR

they came upon a valley in the land
of Shinar and settled there. (3) They
said to one another, “Come, let us
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make bricks and burn them 70 A 1ARY 13270 07 oM
hard.”—Brick served them as stone, 1720 ﬁm{'n (7) :Oni? o2
and bitumen served them as DAY SR T Y 157

mortar.— (4) And they said, “Come,
let us build us a city, and a tower
with its top in the sky, to make a
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name for ourselves; else we shall be °12 12 WX ]77173'( NX) PYITNN
scattered all over the world.” (5) M bt X QY 707 73 N (1) oIRT
came down to look at the city and nitpys obma o D’?Db hrR T
tower that humanity had built, (6) . U
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and M7’ said, “If, as one people with
one language for all, this is how they oY 7]2331 _‘713 127.(7) leﬁ

have begun to act, then nothing that now woR ’Iﬂ?DW’_ N? HW?S anow
they may propose to do will be out own anR M VS’W (1) 77
of their reach. (7) Let us, then, go njao 157?‘(’1 PRI 3979y

down and confound their speech

there, so that they shall not ]73; ARY XP 1272¥ (1) 1Y

understand one another’s speech.” YIRTT22 naly M 922 ayd
(8) Thus M7 scattered them from 1975y 13 0¥°D] faliozal
there over the face of the whole {5} :yNT by

earth; and they stopped building the
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city. (9) That is why it was called
Babel,*Babel I.e., “Babylon.” because
there M7 confounded*confounded
Heb. balal “confound,” play on “Babel.”
the speech of the whole earth; and
from there M scattered them over
the face of the whole earth.

Haftarah Reading

IKings 12:1-24

(1) Rehoboam went to Shechem, for
all Israel had come to Shechem to
acclaim him as king. (2) Jeroboam
son of Nebat learned of it while he
was still in Egypt; for Jeroboam had
fled from King Solomon, and had
settled in Egypt.aand had settled in
Egypt Cf. 2 Chron. 10.2 “and Jeroboam
returned from Egypt.” (3) They sent
for him; and Jeroboam and all the
assembly of Israel came and spoke
to Rehoboam as follows: (4) “Your
father made our yoke heavy. Now
lighten the harsh labor and the
heavy yoke that your father laid on
us, and we will serve you.” (5) He
answered them, “Go away for three
days and then come back to me.” So
the people went away. (6) King
Rehoboam took counsel with the
elders who had served his father
Solomon during his lifetime. He
said, “What answer do you advise
[me] to give to this people?” (7)
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They answered him, “If you will be a
servant to those people today and
serve them, and if you respond to
them with kind words, they will be
your servants always.” (8) But he
ignored the advice that the elders
gave him, and took counsel with the
young menbthe young men Lit. “the
children.” who had grown up with
him and were serving him. (9)
“What,” he asked, “do you advise
that we reply to the people who said
to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your
father placed upon us’?” (10) And
the young men who had grown up
with him answered, “Speak thus to
the people who said to you, ‘Your
father made our yoke heavy, now
you make it lighter for us.” Say to
them, ‘My little finger is thicker than
my father’s loins. (11) My father
imposed a heavy yoke on you, and I
will add to your yoke; my father
flogged you with whips, but I will
flog you with scorpions.”” (12)
Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboam on the third day, since
the king had told them: “Come back
on the third day.” (13) The king
answered the people harshly,
ignoring the advice that the elders
had given him. (14) He spoke to
them in accordance with the advice
of the young men, and said, “My
father made your yoke heavy, but I
will add to your yoke; my father
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flogged you with whips, but I will
flog you with scorpions.” (15) (The
king did not listen to the people; for
GOD had brought it about in order
to fulfill the promise that GOD had
made through Ahijah the Shilonite
to Jeroboam son of Nebat.) (16)
When all Israel saw that the king
had not listened to them, the people
answered the king:

“We have no portion in David,

No share in Jesse’s son!

To your tents, O Israel!

Now look to your own House, O
David.”

So the Israelites returned to their
homes.chomes Lit. “tents.” (17) But
Rehoboam continued to reign over
the Israelites who lived in the towns
of Judah. (18) King Rehoboam sent
Adoram,dAdoram Elsewhere called
Adoniram; cf. 2 Sam. 20.24 and note.
who was in charge of the forced
labor, but all Israel pelted him to
death with stones. Thereupon King
Rehoboam hurriedly mounted his
chariot and fled to Jerusalem. (19)
Thus Israel revolted against the
House of David, as is still the case.
(20) When all Israel heard that
Jeroboam had returned, they sent
messengers and summoned him to
the assembly and made him king
over all Israel. Only the tribe of
Judah remained loyal to the House
of David. (21) On his return to
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Jerusalem, Rehoboam mustered all "3 §A%2% WOR 123 SR1a
the House of Judah and the tribe of SN’ISJDW?.W_ TI-I,EI 1375 ﬂ’f;l. ,m:m
Benjamin, 180,000 of the best R T
. . 9272 DALY 1Y 7370 027NN
warriors, to fight against the House FAT OGS TR T T T
of Israel, in order to restore the {0} AT
kingship to Rehoboam son of
Solomon. (22) But the word of God
came to Shemaiah, the agent of God:
(23) “Say to King Rehoboam son of
Solomon of Judah, and to all the
House of Judah and Benjamin and
the rest of the people: (24) Thus
said GOD: You shall not set out to
make war on your kindred the
Israelites. Return to your homes, for
this thing has been brought about
by Me.” They heeded the word of
GOD and turned back, in accordance
with the word of GOD.
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