Shabbat Chanuka / Va-yeishev
9 December 2023 26 Kislev 5784

1st Torah Reading

Genesis 40:1-23

(1) Some time later, the cupbearer
and the baker of the king of Egypt
gave offense to their lord the king of
Egypt. (2) Pharaoh was angry with
his two courtiers, the chief
cupbearer and the chief baker, (3)
and put them in custody, in the
house of the prefect, in the same
prison house where Joseph was
confined. (4) The prefect assigned
Joseph to them, and he attended
them. When they had been in
custody for some time, (5) both of
them—the cupbearer and the baker
of the king of Egypt, who were
confined in the prison—dreamed in
the same night, each his own dream
and each dream with its own
meaning. (6) When Joseph came to
them in the morning, he saw that
they were distraught. (7) He asked
Pharaoh’s courtiers, who were with
him in custody in his master’s
house, saying, “Why do you appear
downcast today?” (8) And they said
to him, “We had dreams, and there
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is no one to interpret them.” So
Joseph said to them, “Surely God can
interpret! Tell me [your dreams].”
(9) Then the chief cupbearer told his
dream to Joseph. He said to him, “In
my dream, there was a vine in front
of me. (10) On the vine were three
branches. It had barely budded,
when out came its blossoms and its
clusters ripened into grapes. (11)
Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I
took the grapes, pressed them into
Pharaoh’s cup, and placed the cup in
Pharaoh’s hand.” (12) Joseph said to
him, “This is its interpretation: The
three branches are three days. (13) In
three days Pharaoh will pardon you
and restore you to your post; you
will place Pharaoh’s cup in his hand,
as was your custom formerly when
you were his cupbearer. (14) But
think of me when all is well with
you again, and do me the kindness
of mentioning me to Pharaoh, so as
to free me from this place. (15) For in
truth, I was kidnapped from the
land of the Hebrews; nor have I done
anything here that they should have
put me in the dungeon.” (16) When
the chief baker saw how favorably
he had interpreted, he said to
Joseph, “In my dream, similarly,
there were three openwork baskets
on my head. (17) In the uppermost
basket were all kinds of food for
Pharaoh that a baker prepares; and
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the birds were eating it out of the
basket above my head.” (18) Joseph
answered, “This is its interpretation:
The three baskets are three days.

(19) In three days Pharaoh will lift
off your head and impale you upon a
pole; and the birds will pick off your
flesh.” (20) On the third day—his
birthday—Pharaoh made a banquet
for all his officials, and he singled
out his chief cupbearer and his chief
baker from among his officials. (21)
He restored the chief cupbearer to
his cupbearing, and he placed the
cup in Pharaoh’s hand; (22) but the
chief baker he impaled—just as
Joseph had interpreted to them. (23)
Yet the chief cupbearer did not think
of Joseph; he forgot him.

2nd Torah Reading
Numbers 7:87-89

(87) Total of herd animals for burnt
offerings, 12 bulls; of rams, 12; of
yearling lambs, 12—with their
proper meal offerings; of goats for
sin offerings, 12. (88) Total of herd
animals for sacrifices of well-being,
24 bulls; of rams, 60; of he-goats,
60; of yearling lambs, 60. That was
the dedication offering for the altar
after its anointing. (89) When
Moses went into the Tent of Meeting
to speak with [God], he would hear
the Voice addressing him from
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above the cover that was on top of
the Ark of the Pact between the two
cherubim; thus [God] spoke to him.

Haftarah Reading

Zechariah 4:1-14

(1) The angel who talked with me
came back and woke me as someone
is wakened from sleep. (2) He said
to me, “What do you see?” And I
answered, “I see alampstand all of
gold, with a bowl above it. The
lamps on it are seven in number, and
the lamps above it have seven pipes;
(3) and by it are two olive trees, one
on the right of the bowl and one on
its left.” (4) I, in turn, asked the
angel who talked with me, “What
do those things mean, my lord?” (5)
“Do you not know what those things
mean?” asked the angel who talked
with me; and I said, “No, my lord.”
(6) Then he explained to me as
follows:“This is the word of GOD to
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by
power, but by My spirit said GOD of
Hosts. (7) Whoever you are, O great
mountain in the path of Zerubbabel,
turn into level ground! For he shall
produce that excellent stone; it shall
be greeted with shouts of ‘Beautiful!
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Beautiful!”” (8) And the word of
GOD came to me: (9) “Zerubbabel’s
hands have founded this House and
Zerubbabel’s hands shall complete
it. Then you shall know that it was
GOD of Hosts who sent me to you.
(10) Does anyone scorn a day of
small beginnings? When they see
the stone of distinction in the hand
of Zerubbabel, they shall rejoice.
“Those seven are the eyes of GOD,
ranging over the whole earth.” (11)
“And what,” I asked him, “are those
two olive trees, one on the right and
one on the left of the lampstand?”
(12) And I further asked him, “What
are the two tops of the olive trees
that feed their gold through those
two golden tubes?” (13) He asked
me, “Don’t you know what they
are?” And I replied, “No, my lord.”
(14) Then he explained, “They are
the two anointed dignitaries who
attend the Sovereign of all the
earth.”
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