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Torah Reading

Genesis 47:1-22

(1) Then Joseph came and reported
to Pharaoh, saying, “My father and
my brothers, with their flocks and
herds and all that is theirs, have
come from the land of Canaan and
are now in the region of Goshen.” (2)
And carefully selecting a few of his
brothers, he presented them to
Pharaoh. (3) Pharaoh said to his
brothers, “What is your
occupation?” They answered
Pharaoh, “We your servants are
shepherds, as were also our fathers.
(4) We have come,” they told
Pharaoh, “to sojourn in this land, for
there is no pasture for your servants’
flocks, the famine being severe in
the land of Canaan. Pray, then, let
your servants stay in the region of
Goshen.” (5) Then Pharaoh said to
Joseph, “As regards your father and
your brothers who have come to
you, (6) the land of Egypt is open
before you: settle your father and
your brothers in the best part of the
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land; let them stay in the region of
Goshen. And if you know some men
of ability among them, put them in
charge of my livestock.” (7) Joseph
then brought his father Jacob and
presented him to Pharaoh; and Jacob
greeted Pharaoh. (8) Pharaoh asked
Jacob, “How many are the years of
your life?” (9) And Jacob answered
Pharaoh, “The years of my sojourn
[on earth] are one hundred and
thirty. Few and hard have been the
years of my life, nor do they come up
to the life spans of my ancestors
during their sojourns.” (10) Then
Jacob bade Pharaoh farewell, and
left Pharaoh’s presence. (11) So
Joseph settled his father and his
brothers, giving them holdings in
the choicest part of the land of
Egypt, in the region of Rameses, as
Pharaoh had commanded. (12)
Joseph sustained his father, and his
brothers, and all his father’s
household with bread, down to the
little ones. (13) Now there was no
bread in all the world, for the famine
was very severe; both the land of
Egypt and the land of Canaan
languished because of the famine.
(14) Joseph gathered in all the
money that was to be found in the
land of Egypt and in the land of
Canaan, as payment for the rations
that were being procured, and
Joseph brought the money into
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Pharaoh’s palace. (15) And when the
money gave out in the land of Egypt
and in the land of Canaan, all the
Egyptians came to Joseph and said,
“Give us bread, lest we die before
your very eyes; for the money is
gone!” (16) And Joseph said, “Bring
your livestock, and I will sell to you
against your livestock, if the money
is gone.” (17) So they brought their
livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave
them bread in exchange for the
horses, for the stocks of sheep and
cattle, and the asses; thus he
provided them with bread that year
in exchange for all their livestock.
(18) And when that year was ended,
they came to him the next year and
said to him, “We cannot hide from
my lord that, with all the money and
animal stocks consigned to my lord,
nothing is left at my lord’s disposal
save our persons and our farmland.
(19) Let us not perish before your
eyes, both we and our land. Take us
and our land in exchange for bread,
and we with our land will be serfs to
Pharaoh; provide the seed, that we
may live and not die, and that the
land may not become a waste.” (20)
So Joseph gained possession of all
the farm land of Egypt for Pharaoh,
all the Egyptians having sold their
fields because the famine was too
much for them; thus the land passed
over to Pharaoh. (21) And he
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removed the population town by
town, from one end of Egypt’s
border to the other. (22) Only the
land of the priests he did not take
over, for the priests had an
allotment from Pharaoh, and they
lived off the allotment which
Pharaoh had made to them;
therefore they did not sell their land.

Haftarah Reading

Jeremiah 29:1-14

(1) This is the text of the letter that
the prophet Jeremiah sent from
Jerusalem to the priests, the
prophets, the rest of the elders of the
exile community, and to all the
people whom Nebuchadnezzar had
exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon—
(2) after King Jeconiah, the queen
mother, the eunuchs, the officials of
Judah and Jerusalem, and the
artisans and smiths had left
Jerusalem. (3) [The letter was sent]
through Elasah son of Shaphan and
Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom
King Zedekiah of Judah had
dispatched to Babylon, to King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. (4)
Thus said GOD of Hosts, the God of
Israel, to the whole community that
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I exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon:
(5) Build houses and live in them,
plant gardens and eat their fruit. (6)
Youshould take wives and beget
sons and daughters; and you should
take wives for your sons, and give
your daughters to husbands, that
they may bear sons and daughters.
Multiply there, do not decrease. (7)
And seek the welfare of the city to
which I have exiled you and pray to
GOD in its behalf; for in its
prosperity you shall prosper. (8) For
thus said GOD of Hosts, the God of
Israel: Let not the prophets and
diviners in your midst deceive you,
and pay no heed to the dreams they
dream. (9) For they prophesy to you
in My name falsely; I did not send
them—declares GOD. (10) For thus
said GOD: When Babylon’s seventy
years are over, I will take note of
you, and I will fulfill to you My
promise of favor—to bring you back
to this place. (11) For I am mindful
of the plans I have made concerning
you—declares GOD —plans for your
welfare, not for disaster, to give you
a hopeful future. (12) When you call
Me, and come and pray to Me, [ will
give heed to you. (13) You will
search for Me and find Me, if only
you seek Me wholeheartedly. (14) I
will be at hand for you—declares
GOD —and I will restore your
fortunes. And I will gather you from
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all the nations and from all the
places to which I have banished
you—declares GOD —and [ will
bring you back to the place from
which I have exiled you.
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