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Shabbat Yitro

3 February 2024

Torah Reading

Exodus 20:1-18

(1) God spoke all these words,*these
words Tradition varies as to the
division of the Commandments in vv.
2-14, and as to the numbering of the
verses from 2 on. Cf. note at Deut. 5.6.
saying: (2) I M7° am your God who
brought you out of the land of
Egypt, the house of bondage: (3)
You*You The Decalogue is couched
both in the second-person masculine
singular and in terms of a
household—the basic social and
economic unit. Such a format addresses
the legal provisions to whichever
responsible party they apply—most
typically the (male) householder, or he
and his (primary) wife as household
administrators, or every man, or every
adult member of the community. Cf.
note at Deut. 12.7. See further the
Dictionary under “house,”
“householder,” and “you.” shall have
no other gods besides Me. (4) You
shall not make for yourself a
sculptured image, or any likeness of
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what s in the heavens above, or on
the earth below, or in the waters
under the earth. (5) You shall not
bow down to them or serve them.
For [ your God M7° am an
impassioned God, visiting the guilt
of the parents upon the children,
upon the third and upon the fourth
generations of those who reject Me.
(6) but showing kindness to the
thousandth generation of those who
love Me and keep My
commandments. (7) You shall not
swear falsely by*swear falsely by
Others “take in vain.” the name of
your God Mi7; for M17> will not clear
one who swears falsely by God’s
name. (8) Remember the sabbath
day and keep it holy. (9) Six days you
shall labor and do all your work, (10)
but the seventh day is a sabbath of
your God Mi7>: you shall not do any
work—you, your son or daughter,
your male or female slave, or your
cattle, or the stranger who is within
your settlements. (11) For in six days
M7 made heaven and earth and
sea—and all that is in them—and
then rested on the seventh day;
therefore M blessed the sabbath
day and hallowed it. (12) Honor your
father and your mother, that you
may long endure on the land that
your God Mi7> is assigning to you.
(13) You shall not murder. You shall
not commit adultery. You shall not
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steal. You shall not bear false "II_UD 173}{’1 (17) )78
witness against your neighbor. (14) 71:137:’7 -,3 1&-—]7:” I7N DV_I 77N
You shall not covet your neighbor’s D"_|17N-l N2 DDﬂN ﬂ1OJ

house:*house Le., the corporate

household, both persons and D’JD 17}7 imNj’ AN TDVT'
possessions. (Cf. Deut. 5.18.) Heb. Ty (n’) ANV *N937
bayith, in construct form (beth). See the Wi "”1]731 7]1173 oyn
Dictionary under “house.” you shall D"_le_l DT.U ij 1757377 I?N
not covet your neighbor’s wife, *wife {D}

In ancient Israel, a typical man could
take a woman (even more than one)
into his household as a wife; but a
typical woman was not in a
symmetrical position—which explains
why “husband” is not also mentioned.
See also note at v. 3. or male or female
slave, or ox or ass, or anything that
is your neighbor’s. (15) All the
people witnessed the thunder and
lightning, the blare of the horn and
the mountain smoking; and when
the people saw it, they fell back and
stood at a distance. (16) “You speak
to us,” they said to Moses, “and we
will obey; but let not God speak to
us, lest we die.” (17) Moses answered
the people, “Be not afraid; for God
has come only in order to test you,
and in order that the fear of God
may be ever with you, so that you do
not go astray.” (18) So the people
remained at a distance, while Moses
approached the thick cloud where
God was.
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Haftarah Reading

Isaiah 6:1-13
(1) In the year that King Uzziah died, hials Ha I Inka¥ivk

I beheld my Sovereign seated on a 5 Y e o .
high and lofty throne; and the skirts 1T TS7 _IL"D_I mn ﬂjw:l (N)

of God’s robe filled the temple. (2) NDJ” 7737 :N.U’ ’JTN NY RN
Seraphs stood in attendance, each D’N‘?D 1’771 N NT.UJT 07
with six wings—two covering the D"D"IT.U (3) '73'7"|—| NN

face, two covering the bOdy, and two D’DJ: ww 177 77377373 | D’_[DV
to fly with. (3) And one would call to
IDPAW3 TIK? 07533 WY

the other, . -

“Holy, holy, holy! 175317 192° D7 AW 19D 19
GOD of Hosts— 1 NWTI (J) 1']5137’ algglizmg
Whose presence fills all the earth!” T.UT'W T.UTT? | [UTD WDN"I _IT I?N
(4) The doorposts would shake at VWN_l 173 an .'mNZX ._H._I,

the sound of the one who called, and
the House kept filling with smoke.

0°5O7 NiaR 997 () 117723

(5) I cried, WY K217 N7aim Kipin 21pn
“Woe is me; I am lost! ’3 ’D”@_[J"? ’17-’1?‘,( 775?‘{1 ()
For [ am a man of impure lips ‘Tm:q ’ij ‘0 NI NAY WN
And I live among a people "3 :.(:U-.;I, ’DJN D’J‘IEJLU ?‘ED:U'D(S}
Of impure lips;

Yet my own eyes have beheld 1Nj .THNJE _”—P _[77731 nX
The Sovereign GOD of Hosts.” (6) _”-IN ’bN 1137’1 (") aLY
Then one of the seraphs—who had ‘IDEW 1‘["31 D"Dﬁﬂ]‘[ '[73

taken a live coal from the altar with (1) aymliely ’7;773 np’p D’]'I?]?D:
a pair of tongs—flew over to me, (7) A1V 17 WDN”"I ’D 17:7 D17
touched it to my lips, and declared,

“Now that this has touched your _INNU]-” -IJ'IS? 101 T’NDW 7737

lips, 2iP"NK YRWNT (M) 1920
Your guilt shall depart '7p'| ﬂwa 7?; NN jDN '7_:]'[82
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And your sin be purged away.”

(8) Then I heard the voice of my
Sovereign saying, “Whom shall I
send? Who will go for us?” And I
said, “Here am I; send me.” (9) And
[God] said, “Go, say to that people:
‘Hear, indeed, but do not
understand;

See, indeed, but do not grasp.’ (10)
Dull that people’s mind,

Stop its ears,
And seal its eyes—

Lest, seeing with its eyes
And hearing with its ears,

It also grasp with its mind,
And repent and save itself (11) I
asked, “How long, my Sovereign?”
And [God] replied:

“Till towns lie waste without
inhabitants
And houses without people,

And the ground lies waste and

desolate— (12) For GOD will banish

the population—
And deserted sites are many
In the midst of the land.
(13) “But while a tenth part yet
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remains in it, it shall repent. It shall
be ravaged like the terebinth and the
oak, of which stumps are left even
when they are felled: its stump shall
be a holy seed.”
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