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Shabbat Zachor / Va-yikra

23 March 2023

Torah Reading

Leviticus 5:1-23

(1) If a person incurs guilt—When
one has heard a public
imprecation*imprecation Namely,
against one who withholds testimony.
but (although able to testify as
having either seen or learned of the
matter) has not given information
and thus is subject to punishment;
(2) Or when a person touches any
impure thing (be it the carcass of an
impure beast or the carcass of
impure cattle or the carcass of an
impure creeping thing) and the fact
has escaped notice, and then, being
impure, that person realizes guilt;
(3) Or when one touches human
impurity (any such impurity
whereby someone becomes impure)
and, though having known about it,

the fact has escaped notice, but later

that person realizes guilt; (4) Or
when a person utters*utters Lit.
“utters with his lips.” an oath to bad

or good purpose (whatever a human

being may utter in an oath) and,
though having known about it, the
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fact has escaped notice, but later
that person realizes guilt in any of
these matters— (5) upon realizing
guiltin any of these matters, one
shall confess having sinned in that
way. (6) And one shall bring as a
penalty to M7, for the sin of which

one is guilty, a female from the flock,

sheep or goat, as a sin offering; and
the priest shall make expiation for
the sin, on that person’s behalf. (7)
But if one’s means do not suffice for
a sheep, that person shall bring to
M, as the penalty for that of which
one is guilty, two turtledoves or two
pigeons—one for a sin offering and
the other for a burnt offering. (8)
The offerer shall bring them to the
priest, who shall offer first the bird
for the sin offering, pinching its

head at the nape without severing it.

(9) He shall sprinkle some of the
blood of the sin offering on the side
of the altar, and what remains of the
blood shall be drained out at the
base of the altar; it is a sin offering.
(10) And the second bird he shall
prepare as a burnt offering,
according to regulation. For the sin
of which one is guilty, the priest
shall thus make expiation on behalf
of that person, who shall be
forgiven. (11) And if one’s means do
not suffice for two turtledoves or
two pigeons, that person shall bring
as an offering for that of which one
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is guilty a tenth of an ephah of choice
flour for a sin offering; one shall not
add oil to it or lay frankincense on it,
for it is a sin offering. (12) The offerer
shall bring it to the priest, and the
priest shall scoop out of it a handful
as a token portion and turn it into
smoke on the altar, with m7”’s
offerings by fire; it is a sin offering.
(13) For whichever of these sins one
is guilty, the priest shall thus make
expiation on behalf of that person,
who shall be forgiven. It shall belong
to the priest, like the meal offering.
(14) And M spoke to Moses, saying:
(15) When a person commits a
trespass, being unwittingly remiss
about any of M7”’s sacred things:
One shall bring as a penalty to Mi7> a
ram without blemish from the flock,
convertible into payment in silver by
the sanctuary weight, as a guilt
offering. (16) That person shall make
restitution for the remission
regarding the sacred things, adding
a fifth part to it and giving it to the
priest. The priest shall make
expiation with the ram of the guilt
offering on behalf of that person,
who shall be forgiven. (17) And a
person who, without knowing it,
sins in regard to any of 717"’s
commandments about things not to
be done, and then realizes guilt:
Such a person shall be subject to
punishment. (18) That person shall
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bring to the priest a ram without 1,N Ighs aivial ']JIDN ]'I"IPDTI'DN
blemish from the flock, or the IN.XD ij I—l—mxl—l-n&

equivalent,*the equivalent Le., in
currency; cf. v. 15. as a guilt offering.
For the error committed
unwittingly, the priest shall make
expiation on behalf of that person,
who shall be forgiven. (19) Itis a
guilt offering; guilt has been
incurred before 20) .M7°) *This verse
constitutes 6.1 in some editions. 77
spoke to Moses, saying: (21) When a
person sins and commits a trespass
against M7’ —by dealing deceitfully
with another in the matter of a
deposit or a pledge,*pledge Meaning
of Heb. tesumeth yad uncertain. or
through robbery, or by defrauding
another, (22) or by finding
something lost and lying about it; if
one swears falsely regarding any one
of the various things that someone
may do and sin thereby— (23) when
one has thus sinned and, realizing
guilt, would restore either that
which was gotten through robbery
or fraud, or the entrusted deposit, or
the lost thing that was found,

Haftarah Reading:

I Samuel 30:1-18
(1) By the time David and his men M”79 N5 R ORI

arrived in Ziklag, on the third day, J’?PE PUWINT TIT K13 757 (X)

the Amalekites had made a raid into
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the Negeb and against Ziklag; they
had stormed Ziklag and burned it
down. (2) They had taken the
women in it captive, low-born and
high-born alike; they did not kill
any, but carried them off and went
their way. (3) When David and his
men came to the town and found it
burned down, and their wives and
sons and daughters taken captive,
(4) David and the troops with him
broke into tears, until they had no
strength left for weeping. (5) David’s
two wives had been taken captive,
Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail wife
of Nabal from Carmel. (6) David was
in great danger, for the troops
threatened to stone him; for all the
troops were embittered on account
of their sons and daughters.

But David sought strength in the
LORD his God. (7) David said to the
priest Abiathar son of Ahimelech,
“Bring the ephod up to me.” When
Abiathar brought up the ephod to
David, (8) David inquired of the
LORD, “Shall I pursue those raiders?
Will I overtake them?” And He
answered him, “Pursue, for you shall
overtake and you shall rescue.” (9)
So David and the six hundred men
with him set out, and they came to
the Wadi Besor, where a halt was
made by those who were to be left
behind. (10) David continued the
pursuit with four hundred men; two
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hundred men had halted, too faint
to cross the Wadi Besor. (11) They
came upon an Egyptian in the open
country and brought him to David.
They gave him food to eat and water
to drink; (12) he was also given a
piece of pressed fig cake and two
cakes of raisins. He ate and regained
his strength, for he had eaten no
food and drunk no water for three
days and three nights. (13) Then
David asked him, “To whom do you
belong and where are you from?” “I
am an Egyptian boy,” he answered,
“the slave of an Amalekite. My
master abandoned me when I fell ill
three days ago. (14) We had raided
the Negeb of the Cherethites, and
[the Negeb] of Judah, and the Negeb
of Caleb; we also burned down
Ziklag.” (15) And David said to him,
“Can you lead me down to that
band?” He replied, “Swear to me by
God that you will not kill me or
deliver me into my master’s hands,
and I will lead you down to that
band.” (16) So he led him down, and
there they were, scattered all over
the ground, eating and drinking and
making merry because of all the vast
spoil they had taken from the land of
the Philistines and from the land of
Judah. (17) David attacked them
from before dawn until the evening
of the next day; none of them
escaped, except four hundred young
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men who mounted camels and got P?Dy 1]‘“77? ‘]J[UN'bj 'n,N ‘[1'[
away. (18) David rescued everything :—”'-I- 77-73“ 'I’T.UJ 7nw-nz~“
the Amalekites had taken; David Yoo e o
also rescued his two wives.
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