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Shabbat Sh'lach L'cha

29 June 2024

Torah Reading

Numbers 15:22-41

(22) If you unwittingly fail to
observe any one of the
commandments that 717 has
declared to Moses— (23) anything
that 717> has enjoined upon you
through Moses—from the day that
M gave the commandment and on
through the ages: (24) If this was
done unwittingly, through the
inadvertence of the community, the
community leaders*community
leaders Cf. note at 8.9. shall present
one bull of the herd as a burnt
offering of pleasing odor to M,
with its proper meal offering and
libation, and one he-goat as a sin
offering. (25) The priest shall make
expiation for the whole Israelite
community and they shall be
forgiven; for it was an error, and for
their error they have brought their
offering, an offering by fire to M7
and their sin offering before .71
26)) The whole Israelite community
and the stranger residing among
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them shall be forgiven, for it
happened to the entire people
through error. (27) In case it is an
individual who has sinned
unwittingly, that person shall offer a
she-goatin its first year as a sin
offering. (28) The priest shall make
expiation before 777> on behalf of the
person who erred, for having sinned
unwittingly, making such expiation
that the person may be forgiven.
(29) For the citizen among the
Israelites and for the stranger who
resides among them—you shall
have one ritual for anyone who acts
in error. (30) But the person,
whether citizen or stranger, who
acts defiantly*defiantly Lit. “with
upraised hand.” reviles Mi7; that
person shall be cut off from among
the people. (31) Because it was the
word of M7 that was spurned and
[God’s] commandment that was
violated, that person shall be cut
off—and bears the guilt. (32) Once,
when the Israelites were in the
wilderness, they came upon a man
gathering wood on the sabbath day.
(33) Those who found him as he was
gathering wood brought him before
Moses, Aaron, and the community
leadership. (34) He was placed in
custody, for it had not been specified
what should be done to him. (35)
Then M7 said to Moses, “The party
in question shall be put to death: the
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community leadership shall pelt
him with stones outside the camp.”
(36) So the community leadership
took him outside the camp and
stoned him to death—as M7> had
commanded Moses. (37) M7 said to
Moses as follows: (38) Speak to the
Israelite people*Israelite people Heb.
bene yisra’el; whether women are in
view is uncertain. and instruct them
to make for themselves fringes on
the corners of their garments
throughout the ages; let them attach
a cord of blue to the fringe at each
corner. (39) That shall be your
fringe; look at it and recall all the
commandments of M7 and observe
them, so that you do not follow your
heart and eyes in your lustful urge.
(40) Thus you shall be reminded to
observe all My commandments and
to be holy to your God. (41) I M7° am
your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt to be your God: I,
your God M.

Haftarah Reading

Nehemiah 13:10-22

(10) I then discovered that the
portions of the Levites had not been
contributed, and that the Levites
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and the singers who performed the
[temple] service had made off, each
to his fields. (11) I censured the
prefects, saying, “How is it that the
House of God has been neglected?”
Then I recalled [the Levites] and
installed them again in their posts;
(12) and all Judah brought the tithes
of grain, wine, and oil into the
treasuries. (13) I put the treasuries in
the charge of the priest Shelemiah,
the scribe Zadok, and Pedaiah of the
Levites; and assisting them was
Hanan son of Zaccur son of
Mattaniah—for they were regarded
as trustworthy persons, and it was
their duty to distribute the portions
to their brothers. (14) O my God,
remember me favorably for this, and
do not blot out the devotion I
showed toward the House of my
God and its attendants. (15) At that
time [ saw men in Judah treading
winepresses on the sabbath, and
others bringing heaps of grain and
loading them onto asses, also wine,
grapes, figs, and all sorts of goods,
and bringing them into Jerusalem
on the sabbath. I admonished them
there and then for selling provisions.
(16) Tyrians who lived there brought
fish and all sorts of wares and sold
them on the sabbath to the
Judahites in Jerusalem. (17) I
censured the nobles of Judah, saying
to them, “What evil thing is this that
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you are doing, profaning the
sabbath day! (18) This is just what
your ancestors did, and for it God
brought all this misfortune on this
city; and now you give cause for
further wrath against Israel by
profaning the sabbath!” (19) When
shadows filled the gateways of
Jerusalem at the approach of the
sabbath, I gave orders that the doors
be closed, and ordered them not to
be opened until after the sabbath. I
stationed some of my servants at the
gates, so that no goods should enter
on the sabbath. (20) Once or twice
the merchants and the vendors of all
sorts of wares spent the night
outside Jerusalem, (21) but I warned
them, saying, “What do you mean
by spending the night alongside the
wall? If you do so again, I will lay
hands upon you!” From then on they
did not come on the sabbath. (22) I
gave orders to the Levites to purify
themselves and come and guard the
gates, to preserve the sanctity of the
sabbath.

This too, O my God, remember to
my credit, and spare me in accord
with your abundant faithfulness.
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