Shabbat Balak
12 July 2025 16 Tammuz 5785
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Numbers 22:2-20

(2) Balak son of Zippor saw all that
Israel had done to the Amorites. (3)
Moab was alarmed because that
people was so numerous. Moab
dreaded the Israelites, (4) and Moab
said to the elders of Midian, “Now
this horde will lick clean all that is
about us as an ox licks up the grass
of the field.” Balak son of Zippor,
who was king of Moab at that time,
(5) sent messengers to Balaam son
of Beor in Pethor, which is by the
Euphrates, in the land of his
kinsfolk, to invite him, saying,
“There is a people that came out of
Egypt; it hides the earth from view,
and it is settled next to me. (6)
Come then, put a curse upon this
people for me, since they are too
numerous for me; perhaps I can thus
defeat them and drive them out of
the land. For I know that whomever
you bless is blessed indeed, and
whomever you curse is cursed.” (7)
The elders of Moab and the elders of
Midian, versed in divination, set out.
They came to Balaam and gave him
Balak’s message. (8) He said to
them, “Spend the night here, and I
shall reply to you as M7 may
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instruct me.” So the Moabite
dignitaries stayed with Balaam. (9)
God came to Balaam and said,
“What do these men want of you?”
(10) Balaam said to God, “Balak son
of Zippor, king of Moab, sent me this
message: (11) Here is a people that
came out from Egypt and hides the
earth from view. Come now and
curse them for me; perhapsI can
engage them in battle and drive
them off.” (12) But God said to
Balaam, “Do not go with them. You
must not curse that people, for they
are blessed.” (13) Balaam arose in
the morning and said to Balak’s
dignitaries, “Go back to your own
country, for M7> will not let me go
with you.” (14) The Moabite
dignitaries left, and they came to
Balak and said, “Balaam refused to
come with us.” (15) Then Balak sent
other dignitaries, more numerous
and distinguished than the first. (16)
They came to Balaam and said to
him, “Thus says Balak son of Zippor:
Please do not refuse to come to me.
(17) I will reward you richly and I
will do anything you ask of me. Only
come and damn this people for me.”
(18) Balaam replied to Balak’s
officials, “Though Balak were to give
me his house full of silver and gold, I
could not do anything, big or little,
contrary to the command of my God
M. (19) So you, too, stay here
overnight, and let me find out what
else M> may say to me.” (20) That
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night God came to Balaam and said
to him, “If the agents have come to
invite you, you may go with them.
But whatever I command you, that
you shall do.”

Numbers 22:2-20

(2) Balak son of Zippor saw all that
Israel had done to the Amorites. (3)
Moab was alarmed because that
people was so numerous. Moab
dreaded the Israelites, (4) and Moab
said to the elders of Midian, “Now
this horde will lick clean all that s
about us as an ox licks up the grass
of the field.” Balak son of Zippor,
who was king of Moab at that time,
(5) sent messengers to Balaam son
of Beor in Pethor, which is by the
Euphrates, in the land of his
kinsfolk, to invite him, saying,
“There is a people that came out of
Egypt; it hides the earth from view,
and it is settled next to me. (6)
Come then, put a curse upon this
people for me, since they are too
numerous for me; perhaps I can thus
defeat them and drive them out of
the land. For I know that whomever
you bless is blessed indeed, and
whomever you curse is cursed.” (7)
The elders of Moab and the elders of
Midian, versed in divination, set out.
They came to Balaam and gave him
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Balak’s message. (8) He said to
them, “Spend the night here, and I
shall reply to you as M7 may
instruct me.” So the Moabite
dignitaries stayed with Balaam. (9)
God came to Balaam and said,
“What do these men want of you?”
(10) Balaam said to God, “Balak son
of Zippor, king of Moab, sent me this
message: (11) Here is a people that
came out from Egypt and hides the
earth from view. Come now and
curse them for me; perhaps I can
engage them in battle and drive
them off.” (12) But God said to
Balaam, “Do not go with them. You
must not curse that people, for they
are blessed.” (13) Balaam arose in
the morning and said to Balak’s
dignitaries, “Go back to your own
country, for M7> will not let me go
with you.” (14) The Moabite
dignitaries left, and they came to
Balak and said, “Balaam refused to
come with us.” (15) Then Balak sent
other dignitaries, more numerous
and distinguished than the first. (16)
They came to Balaam and said to
him, “Thus says Balak son of Zippor:
Please do not refuse to come to me.
(17) I will reward you richly and I
will do anything you ask of me. Only
come and damn this people for me.”
(18) Balaam replied to Balak’s
officials, “Though Balak were to give
me his house full of silver and gold, I
could not do anything, big or little,
contrary to the command of my God
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M. (19) So you, too, stay here
overnight, and let me find out what
else M> may say to me.” (20) That
night God came to Balaam and said
to him, “If the agents have come to
invite you, you may go with them.
But whatever I command you, that
you shall do.”
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Haftarah Balak

Micah 5:6-6:8

(6) The remnant of Jacob shall be, In the midst of the many peoples, Like dew
from GOD, Like droplets on grass— Which do not look to anybody Nor place
their hope in mortals. (7) The remnant of Jacob Shall be among the nations, In
the midst of the many peoples, Like a lion among beasts of the wild, Like a
fierce lion among flocks of sheep, Which tramples wherever it goes And rends,
with none to deliver. (8) Your hand shall prevail over your foes, And all your
enemies shall be cut down! (9) In that day —declares GOD— I will destroy the
horses in your midst And wreck your chariots.

(10) I will destroy the cities of your land And demolish all your fortresses.
(11) I will destroy the sorcery you practice, And you shall have no more
soothsayers. (12) I will destroy your idols And the sacred pillars in your
midst; And no more shall you bow down To the work of your hands. (13) I will
tear down the sacred posts in your midst And destroy your cities. (14) In
anger and wrath Will [ wreak retribution On the nations that have not obeyed.
(1) Hear what GOD is saying: Come, present [My] case before the mountains,
And let the hills hear you pleading. (2) Hear, you mountains, GOD’s case— You
firm foundations of the earth! For GOD has a case against this covenanted
people— A suit against Israel. (3) “My people! What wrong have I done you?
What hardship have I caused you? Testify against Me. (4) In fact, I brought you
up from the land of Egypt, | redeemed you from the house of bondage, And I
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. (5) “My people, Remember what
Balak king of Moab Plotted against you, And how Balaam son of Beor
Responded to him. [Recall your passage] From Shittim to Gilgal— And you
will recognize GOD’s gracious acts.”

(6) With what shall I approach GOD, Do homage to God on high? Shall I
approach with burnt offerings, With calves a year old? (7) Would GOD be
pleased with thousands of rams, With myriads of streams of 0il? Shall I give
my first-born for my transgression, The fruit of my body for my sins? (8) “You
have been told, O mortal, what is good, And what GOD requires of you: Only to
do justice And to love goodness, And to walk modestly with your God;
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