Shabbat Chukkat
9 Tammuz 5 July

Numbers 20:1-21

(1) The Israelites arrived in a body at
the wilderness of Zin on the first
new moon, and the people stayed at
Kadesh. Miriam died there and was
buried there. (2) The community
was without water, and they joined
against Moses and Aaron. (3) The
people quarreled with Moses,
saying, “If only we had perished
when our brothers perished at the
instance of M7 ! (4) Why have you
brought Mi1”’s congregation into this
wilderness for us and our beasts to
die there? (5) Why did you make us
leave Egypt to bring us to this
wretched place, a place with no
grain or figs or vines or
pomegranates? There is not even
water to drink!” (6) Moses and
Aaron came away from the
congregation to the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting, and fell on their
faces. The Presence of Mi7> appeared
to them, (7) and M7 spoke to Moses,
saying, (8) “You and your brother
Aaron take the rod and assemble the
community, and before their very
eyes order the rock to yield its water.
Thus you shall produce water for
them from the rock and provide
drink for the congregation and their
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beasts.” (9) Moses took the rod from
before M7, as he had been
commanded. (10) Moses and Aaron
assembled the congregation in front
of the rock; and he said to them,
“Listen, you rebels, shall we get
water for you out of this rock?” (11)
And Moses raised his hand and
struck the rock twice with his rod.
Out came copious water, and the
community and their beasts drank.
(12) But M said to Moses and
Aaron, “Because you did not trust
Me enough to affirm My sanctity in
the sight of the Israelite people,
therefore you shall not lead this
congregation into the land that I
have given them.” (13) Those are the
Waters of Meribah —meaning that
the Israelites quarrelled with M —
whose sanctity was affirmed
through them. (14) From Kadesh,
Moses sent messengers to the king
of Edom: “Thus says your brother
Israel: You know all the hardships
that have befallen us; (15) that our
ancestors went down to Egypt, that
we dwelt in Egypt a long time, and
that the Egyptians dealt harshly
with us and our ancestors. (16) We
cried to M7> who heard our plea,
sending a messenger who freed us
from Egypt. Now we are in Kadesh,
the town on the border of your
territory. (17) Allow us, then, to
cross your country. We will not pass
through fields or vineyards, and we
will not drink water from wells. We
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will follow the king’s highway,
turning off neither to the right nor
to the left until we have crossed
your territory.” (18) But Edom
answered him, “You shall not pass
through us, else we will go out
against you with the sword.” (19)
“We will keep to the beaten track,”
the Israelites said to them, “and if
we or our cattle drink your water,
we will pay for it. We ask only for
passage on foot—it is but a small
matter.” (20) But they replied, “You
shall not pass through!” And Edom
went out against them in heavy
force, strongly armed. (21) So Edom
would not let Israel cross their
territory, and Israel turned away
from them.
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Haftarah Shabbat Chukkat

1 Kings 11:1-13

(1) King Solomon loved many foreign women in addition to Pharaoh’s
daughter—Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Phoenician, and Hittite women, (2)
from the nations of which GOD had said to the Israelites, “None of you shall
join them and none of them shall join you, lest they turn your heart away to
follow their gods.” Such Solomon clung to and loved. (3) He had seven
hundred royal wives and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned his
heart away. (4) In his old age, his wives turned away Solomon’s heart after
other gods, and he was not as wholeheartedly devoted to the ETERNAL his
God as his father David had been. (5) Solomon followed Ashtoreth the goddess
of the Phoenicians, and Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. (6)
Solomon did what was displeasing to GOD and did not remain loyal to GOD
like his father David.

(7) At that time, Solomon built a shrine for Chemosh the abomination of Moab
on the hill near Jerusalem, and one for Molech the abomination of the
Ammonites. (8) And he did the same for all his foreign wives who offered and
sacrificed to their gods. (9) GOD was angry with Solomon, because his heart
turned away from the ETERNAL, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him
twice (10) and had commanded him about this matter, not to follow other
gods; he did not obey what GOD had commanded.

(11) And GOD said to Solomon, “Because you are guilty of this—you have not
kept My covenant and the laws that [ enjoined upon you—1I will tear the
kingdom away from you and give it to one of your servants. (12) But, for the
sake of your father David, I will not do it in your lifetime; [ will tear it away
from your son. (13) However, [ will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will
give your son one tribe, for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of
Jerusalem that I have chosen.”



